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ROBERT “BOBBY” PEPPER — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.33 pm]: I would like to say a few words about the 
passing of an unsung WA hero, Robert “Bobby” Pepper. Bobby Pepper started working for the Western Australia 
Police Force in 1995 as an Aboriginal police liaison officer. He completed 23 years of service and retired in early 
2018. He served his whole career in Geraldton. Bobby received the Community Citizen of the Year award in the 
2018 Geraldton Australia Day Awards. The award was given to Bobby for dedicating his own time and resources 
to building relationships in the Geraldton community. Bobby and his family were very proud of this award, as were 
his WA police colleagues at the Geraldton Police Station. Following his retirement, the Commissioner of Police 
attempted to get Bobby to come back and work again for the WA Police Force. Unfortunately, due to health issues, 
this was not able to happen. Bobby received numerous other community awards for his involvement with Aboriginal 
youth. He was looked up to by not only Aboriginal youth, but all youth in the region. Bobby was involved in many 
events, including Midnight Basketball at the local police and community youth centre, and at the community level. 

Bobby had his ear to the ground and was the go-to man in Geraldton and its surrounding subdistricts. In any situation, 
Bobby was there to help resolve matters. Bobby wanted all youth to learn a skill and he often took youth out bush to 
learn fencing and shearing. Earlier this year, the Geraldton-based not-for-profit Mhunga Whalla Incorporated, which 
Bobby established, and the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development ran a two-week shearing 
school in Northampton. Bobby was very proud of the nine students who graduated from that course. The success of 
the course has prompted Mhunga Whalla to consider developing a permanent training facility in the midwest. 

Bobby Pepper was a well-known and well-respected member of the WA community, especially in the Geraldton 
area. He made a significant impact on youth in that community and will be sorely missed. Bobby Pepper’s funeral 
is this Saturday, and I know that the community will turn out in large numbers to offer their condolences to Bobby’s 
family, and also to celebrate his life and the huge positive impact that he made on the local community. 
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